THE FIRST SOVIET                  277
rich gold mining corporation and did nothing to thwart its
predatory greed. The Minister of the Interior, Makaroff,
in trying to justify the slaughter of the miners by the
gendarmes, laid hefore the Duma a most far-fetched and
false report on the subject and concluded his speech with
this hideous exclamation: "Thus has it ever been, thus
will it ever be." Of course, one need not be a prophet to
foretell that if it is true that such things did happen (as in
the case of Gapon, which was staged by Von Plehve), it is
equally true that such a scheme of things cannot last for-
ever. A regime under which such slaughters are possible
cannot long exist, and October I7th is the beginning of the
end.
After I had left the post of President of the Council of
Ministers, some papers spread the rumour that I had re-
ceived the chief leader of the Soviet and, with him, a delega-
tion from the Soviet. Some of the Black Hundred leaders
charged me with having entertained criminal relations with
the Soviet and the revolutionists. Others went further and
declared that I had set up the Soviet myself. Novoye
Vremya is responsible for the silly joke to the effect that
during my premiership there were two governments, Count
Witte's and Nosar's, and it was for a while uncertain who
was going to arrest whom: Witte Nosar or Nosar Witte.
I wish to declare here, in reply to all these fantastic
rumours, that I have never in my life laid eyes on Nosar,
and have never had any relations with either the Soviet or
the revolutionists. Nor did I ever receive any members of
the Soviet as such. Should they have come to me I would
have dispatched them to the city governor. In general,
I attributed no importance to this Soviet It exerted an
influence only on the workmen of the St. Petersburg district,
and for that reason alone it seemed to me ridiculous to
speak of its political significance. As soon as I judged it
timely to arrest its members, I did so, without shedding a